
Board, 
 
It is clear from the numbers that action needs to be taken to protect and 
promote Sea Trout on the river Annan and it is pleasing that the board is 
taking action in this regard. I am therefore happy to support the proposals. 
 
 
Notwithstanding this, I do urge the board to consider the following: 
- will a compulsory policy lead to an issue of unrecorded catches?; and 
- given a high proportion of rod caught Sea Trout caught over the last 5 years 
have been returned, does the board consider this policy is likely to have a 
material impact? 
 
I think it important that this policy is implemented as part of a suite of 
measures including investing in research to better understand the issue and 
promoting breeding habitats. 
 
Kind regards 
 
(Angler)  
 
 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to allow the angler some sort of input in the regeneration of once 

such a prolific sea trout river as the Annan. 

Would it be too much to ask the board, for them to stop all fishing, for as many seasons as required 

and concentrate on the cleaning and preparation of feeder streams and spawning grounds, to 

enable fish stocks to grow with limited disturbance to the main river and then impose a catch and 

release period. 

Or on the other hand, introduce a voluntary maintenance programme to all the anglers who wish to 

fish the river, where they may have an input in the improvements required, not only to the 

preservation of fish stocks but if so desired help to maintain the paths and access routes to and from 

the riverside. 

 Thanks again and 

best wishes 

 

I would be happy with catch and release for everything.  
 

 

Mary, I am only an occasional visitor to the Annan catchment but I would completely support a move 

to catch and release for sea trout to conserve and replenish stocks. Personally I would also like the 

catch and release regulations to be extended to grayling which provide winter sport on the river 

(although I realise that this is not the purpose of this current consultation) 

Thank you, 



Hello,  
 
Two of us have fished the Annan for the pst six or seven years with 
varying degrees of success. I fully agree with the boards intentions. 
Thank you.  
 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Thanks for the e-mail - not sure who or where to e-mail based on this 
e-mail. 
 
I have fished for sea trout and steelhead in both Iceland and North America 
and in all locations catch and release is practised to a far greater extent. 
Iceland in particular are world leaders in the conservation of their fish 
stocks and this is the only logical solution to the sea trout problem given 
the fishing pressure on rivers such as the Annan. Additionally you should be 
pushing for a "fly only" policy on sea trout and salmon as this will 
significantly reduce the damage to the fish and by definition will improve 
the fishing and environment for all participants both human and natural. 
 
Let me know if this needs to be sent on anywhere else. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
Mary, cc Nick, 

This is a comprehensive report and I wholly support the push for catch & release on the Annan. 

Great work by all those who have helped to put this together. 

Best regards 

 

Hi Nick, 

 There's no email address included for the clerk of the board, but I'd just like to say that I think that 

C&R is a great move for the river. Anyone who has an objection to it is obviously too caught up in 

their perceived self interest to realise that the move is, in fact, being done in their interest by 

preserving the wild fish stocks.  

 If you don't allow the stocks to re-establish while they have the numbers to do so naturally, it will be 

a massive mistake, potentially losing the resilience and individuality of your your native Annan 

population. I only hope that when you say, across all fisheries you include trout and grayling too. You 

state that there is already a very high C&R rate for them, but I bet the trout fishery improves further 

still, if that too becomes 100% C&R. 

 If exploitation on any fishery reaches an unsustainable level, whatever other impacts may be in 

effect, I for one would much rather see healthy, wild C&R fisheries that can still provide enjoyment 

for many, rather than needless exploitation by a few. 



 

 
 

 


