
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Sea trout situation.  personally i only fish 
for salmon on the Annan, but i have caught 2 herling over the last 5 years which i returned. 
I think as a first step catch and release must be tried, but also the nets must be persuaded 
to go that way also. 

 
many thanks 

 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Colville, 
 
Please include this response in the above consultation. 
I have fly fished for Sea Trout in the river Annan on the Dormont Estate for a 
week in every year for the last 33 years,usually at the beginning of July. 
I have read the published consultation documents,and I support the proposed 
Application,although I don't think it it goes far enough. 
It is clear that urgent legislation is needed to protect fast dwindling Sea 
Trout stocks which have been declining steadily for the last 30 years.The 
cause is not clear in my opinion.There is no evidence that I have seen to 
support the proposition that line caught fish has made any significant 
contribution to the decline in stock. I know from my own experience that Sea 
Trout are difficult to hook,and on average I have not landing netted more than 
50% of fish hooked because of the soft mouths of fresh run fish and the 
vigorous fight they give.. I also know from association with other regular 
line fishermen and records that Salmon stocks and line caught Salmon are 
burgeoning in that part of the river where I fish. 
I have for the above reasons always suspected that commercial netting has been 
the principal cause and despite what I have now read,I am still of that 
opinion. 
I have been glad to note that the proposed legislation would ban all removal 
of fish,but I am worried that the ban would be restricted to the Annan 
District fishery.The first page of the consultation paper indicates that the 
Solway is the source of many destination Sea Trout rivers,and the penultimate 
page states that the current sustained decrease in stocks extends to the whole 
of the Solway.Would it not be better and more effective conservation to ban 
all nets in the Solway from removing Sea Trout during the life of the 
order,and perhaps for a shorter period? 
 
 
 
 
Hi 
 
I am emailing you instead of the Annan seatrout forum as it is a huge file and 
my PC will not accept it. Not ideal to encourage responses. 
 
20 years ago 4 of us caught 100 seatrout in 6 days at the end of June. This 
year we fished the same beat for 6 days (Cleuchead) and caught 2. We hardly 
saw any fish but the 2 we caught were in good order but under 2lbs. It is an 
absolute tragedy and I agree there should be compulsory catch and release all 
season. 
 
The decline of seatrout stocks nationally is an issue which needs addressing 
urgently.



Hi Mary. 

 
After receiving the email on the sea trout consultation, i agree that something has to be done to protect 
the sea trout in the river Annan, and therefor agree wholeheartedly on a 100% catch and release for this 
species. 
It is my honest opinion that this catch and release rule should be extended to salmon also. 
Good luck. 

 

 
Hello Mary 
 
Yes i think all sea trout must be returned to preserve them. Could we do more to encourage more 

anglers to return salmon there are a good number that do but we need more to return them. And to 

get more anglers on to fly fishing rather than spinning i know this will be difficult but we need to make 

a start at some point All the best 

 

I think it would be the wrong decision to impose compulsory release on sea trout. I believe there are more sea trout in the 
system than the catch figures show. Because of the wet summers over the last few years neither the nets or the rods have 
been catching sea trout in any numbers because the conditions do not allow their capture. This year there has been more 
herling than for many years.Therefore next year should be an excellent sea trout year.
 
The river has far too many goosanders , last week I counted seventeen below the caul at Annan. It stands to reason that 
they must eat a lot of sea trout parr. I also believe that the large brown trout that have appeared in the Annan over the last 
few years must also eat a lot of  both salmon and sea trout parr.If it takes one goosander 33kg to reach adulthood, can you 
imagine how many young sea trout and salmon parr  are being taken by goosanders over the whole river?
They don't belong on the river , they are an american bird and only arrived in this country in the 1800s.
Lots of other rivers shoot them.

 http://blx1.bto.org/birdfacts/results/bob2230.htm

It could well be that sea trout are changing the times at which they run. I have caught  and released sea trout whilst fishing 
for salmon in August and September this  year, in September, I caught five sea trout in one day whilst fishing for salmon.And 
i  know of numerous beats which have also reported catching sea trout  the last few months. 
 
If this is enforced I think it would drive fishermen away from the Annan as most fishermen like to fish for the pot. I think those 
fishermen would go the other river nearby. If there are very few people fishing the  Annan and no netting how will sea trout 
statistics be gathered for future years?

I agree with the proposal for compulsory catch and release on the Annan but believe that more should be done to protect the 
spawning areas.
There should be a cull in the large number of fish eating birds on the river.
The river has seen an increase in large brown trout and a increase in grayling fishers at the same time as a decrease in Sea trout numbers.
I'd consider a change to the brown trout catch and release.These large trout must be causing damage to the number of young fry in 
the river.Do the large brown trout take the best spawning areas ? 
There should also be tighter controls on anybody keeping rainbow trout anywhere near the Annan catchment area to stop any chance 
of them getting into the river system.
I'd also consider a stop to the grayling fishing  to protect the spawning areas.Give the late running fish a chance to spawn with no disturbance.
Only having compulsory catch and release is not enough.


