
 

 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting  
 of the River Annan District Salmon Fishery Board  

held in the Lesser Room, Lockerbie Town Hall,  
on Tuesday, 27th February, 2018 at 6 pm 

 
 
 
Board Members Present: O Routledge – Chairman 
    Cllr R Brodie – Mandatory for D & G Council Fishings 
    A Dickson – Mandatory for Crown Estates 

M Colville – Clerk to the Board 
L Devery – Co-opted Salmon Angler 
D Kelly – Mandatory Newbie & Distillery Fishings 
D Rothwell – Co-opted Salmon Angler 
F Sandison – Co-opted Salmon Angler 

    F Sykes – Co-opted Coarse Angler 
    J Warwick – Co-opted Netsman Representative 
 
 
Staff and Public:  A Donnelly (Staff) 
       
      
 
 
     

 
 
The Chairman, O Routledge, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.     
 
Apologies  
Apologies from J Cunningham-Jardine and A Jack were intimated. 
 
Declaration of Interests 
M Colville confirmed that she had received Declaration of Interest form from new board 
member D Kelly.   No other new declarations of interest were intimated.                                  
 
Approval of Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd November, 2017 , previously circulated were 
presented for approval.    These were proposed by L Devery and seconded by D 
Rothwell.   The Clerk will now arrange to have these posted on the Board’s website 
www.riverannan.org. 
 
Director of Fisheries Update 
T Donnelly updated the members on work completed so far this year.    He informed 
members that following application for a bird licence SNH had granted a licence for 3 
Goosanders and 2 Cormorants.   D Kelly confirmed that Newbie also had their licence in 



 

 

place for 2 Coromorants and 5 Goosanders.     A winter count from a walkover survey of 
over 34 kms of river bank realised a count of 49 Goosanders and 25 Cormorants 
(including 14 at the mouth).   T Donnelly intimated that he intended applying for a 
licence extension to May to cover the smolt run. 
 
On the subject of the smolt run he informed members that due to difficulties with water 
flow in the previous two years he planned to tackle the smolt run differently this year.   
His plan is to use Fyke nets.   He feels this method should be  more effective at 
funnelling the fish to where you need them.    He would keep the Smolt Trap in hand 
should he encounter any problems with the nets.       He added that of the 30 days the 
trap was in last year it turned on only 6 of them attributing this to low flows in the 
tributaries.   In his opinion the trap was probably only suited to the main stem river.  O 
Routledge asked if both methods could be used but T Donnelly expressed concern 
citing difficulties and issues of lone working.   D Kelly asked T Donnelly to inform him 
when he gets an indication of the main smolt run, in order that they can have a more 
targeted approach to bird scaring. 
 
T Donnelly informed members that C Stones and himself had almost completed the final 
commercial survey report for the Eweshill Windfarm adding that this was the last of the 
commercial work and that he is reflecting this in the proprosed budget.    This type of 
work having drawn to a close in the catchment.    
 
T Donnelly informed the members that he planned to start electrofishing in mid June and 
hoped weather would be agreeable and that the target would again be 200 sites.    
Although he agreed this was perhaps a little ambitious. 
 
Finally, he intimated that the salmon numbers for 2017 were looking to be around the 
360 mark.    D Rothwell and other members queried the lateness in availability of the 
figure, in light of it being used for conservation models by MSS.   T Donnelly replied that 
proprietors were asked for catch returns immediately prior to the end of the season and 
the Clerk confirmed that request had been sent in the final week of November with a 
request for these by end of December.   Most proprietors replied fairly promptly but 
some were late and some didn’t reply at all.    The difficulties with getting catch returns 
from fishermen were discussed.    The Chairman thought it may be worthwhile to press  
proprietors for accurate returns citing their use in conservation calculations as being 
reason enough.    Indeed some members thought proprietors should be perhaps stating 
consequences of not accurately reporting and perhaps “incentivising” fishermen to 
report accurately and timeously.  
 
 
Finance 
 
(i) The Clerk explained that as the budget had not been set yet and with only one full 

months income and expenditure she felt that producing the report wasn’t 
meaningful.    She did however pass around the cash statement with amounts at 
bank etc. 

 
(ii) The Clerk updated the debtor position – no notification of a change in value of the 

lower Newbie Salmon Fisheries beat had yet been received so the amount 
withheld from the 2017 assessment would remain until a decision has been 



 

 

reached.    As per the previous year the Newbie Commercial Net Fishing 
assessments would be written off.  

 
(iii) The Clerk circulated the latest statement from Rowan Dartington and it was noted 

that investments are performing as expected. 
 
(iv)      The 2018 Budget item was held over for discussion at the end of the meeting - In 

Private. 
 
Milnbie Weir 
T Donnelly apologised that he did not have an update for the members.    He re-iterated 
what had been said at the last meeting and that he was confident the  structure was now 
higher up the priority list and that things were moving in the right direction albeit slowly. 
 
 
Hatchery 
Following the raising of this matter at the Annual Public meeting in October T Donnelly 
has been giving the matter some more thought and has visited with D Kelly the hatchery 
on the Cree.    The position of course has not changed regarding the cost/benefits of 
such an undertaking and he more importantly expressed uncertainty where the funds 
would come for the capital expenditure of the hatchery and indeed the ongoing 
operational costs.    The members agreed that the Board and Trust had no spare funds 
for either part of this project.    A Dickson wondered if RAFIA could be of assistance.  
Whilst grant funding was also mentioned it was thought that this would be hard to come 
by since the project would not have a strong community benefit – an element in much 
grant funding being awarded under present climate.      Some members wondered 
whether one of the fishfarms could be approached as potential “sponsors”, whilst others 
felt that the same ongoing financial questions would still have to be answered.  L Devery 
still was uncertain of the case for a hatchery, yes if it was improve stock because of a 
barrier but removing eggs when fish numbers were low and trying to raise in a hatchery 
would not solve issues.   J Warwick felt that where electrofishing has shown a lack of 
reachable habitat and areas are barren then surely this was a case for a hatchery.  
 
T Donnelly also thought that the licensing authority might also have issues.    
 
Short of finding external funding, it was agreed by the members that the proposal to 
build and operate a hatchery was not possible at this time.     External sources will be 
explored further by T Donnelly.                                                                                     TD  
 

River Promotion/Fisheries Development 

The Chairman intimated that he and T Donnelly had met with Mark Cockburn from 
Fishpal and had ironed out some of the problems and issues being experienced.    In 
essence we agreed to feed in more good new stories as they arose and work closely 
with Anne and Tom at Fishpal. 

T Donnelly added that both Anne and Tom are administrators on the Fishannan 
facebook page and that lines of communication had been agreed and Facebook will be 
used more frequently also. 



 

 

 

Both the Chairman and T Donnelly again raised the plea for beats to get more photos for 
the Facebook and Fishpal sites.    It was also important to be promoting other fishing 
such as Brown Trout and Grayling and informed members that there had been an 
increase in Grayling permits this year.   

Thought would also be given to creating a seasonal feature as the seasons change.  
TD/OR 

AOB 

A Dickson raised the issue of the Fishpal booking system and his inability to get contact 
details for permit purchasers (all that was supplied from Fishpal with the booking is 
name and town) which meant that he can’t contact the permit holder direct to perhaps 
inform him of river conditions – especially important if the river is unfishable.  The 
problem could be further impacted out of office hours.    Fishpal informed him this was 
due to new Data Protection rules.    T Donnelly hasn’t heard of this problem from other 
beats.   He agreed that he would check with Julie at Newbie, it could be that all that 
would be required to release the detail to you would be a check box on the booking 
form. 

The Chairman informed members that he and Cllr Brodie had a problem with the next 
meeting date and asked that it be changed.    The members present agreed on the 10th 
May.  The Clerk agreed to check this with the Hall Management Committee and inform 
the members if it was available.                                                     MC 
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